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HOW WILL I FIND YOU? BUZZARDS?

Last week when it was 70 degrees at the end of
February lcaught myself looklng atthe sky checkingfof
buzzards. Thist me ofyear lstdft tothink ofspring, buz-
zards, nrotorcyc es, go88le eye fish, old Route 66, my
Dad Sterling and the E bow lnn. They allflt togethet my
Dad (and my Crandfather Squire before h m) when I
wds growingupand unti  hediedattheageofBT (a year
ago lastJu y) always had a business on Route 66 ( l-44)
at Devi s E bow Missouri. When he died at 87 he was
stil workinS on Route 66 at l-44 at Buckhorn selling sou
venirsandgfu. This sthe t ime of year when lhdve had
a lofthecity lcan handle;solving people's problemsand
now they are rea ly hav ng problems, no job, fear of no
iob. los rg .heir house. drir l ing, no- payrrg attef l  or,
f  ghting with spouse; that is what I  do, solve people's
problems, carwrecks, DWs, hurtatwork and a divorce
or two a day. lt all makes me want to get dway and go
backto Dev l's Elbow do a ittle fishing with Dad or Billy
Debo, eat a little BBQand have a cold beer atthe Elbow
Inn. Back in those days when I would complain about
things and how it oughtto stay the way itwas, without all
these problems and worries, Dad would tit a cold brew
back and say "things change". Well ,  now a year and ha f

or so after he is gone kind ofexpect himto answer me
with "th ings change ". Dads gone bd what he sa id what
hetaught me, are stil with me and as true today as they
were before.

Whlch brings rne backtothe buzzards and motorcy-
cles. Tothis Hil lbi l lythe harbinger ofspring is not Robins
(they sit around in the snow) t is notthe swallows re-
tu rn ing to Cap istla no, No, t's when the buzza rds fly back
tothe Ozarks and soarand ridethe winds overthe bluffs
along the Big Piney River over the Elbow Inn. Debo
should be cal l ing any day and say "theif  back, r ide on
down here. We'l lgo tothe Elbow Lnn, kick back onthe
patio and watch 'em fly and listen to the sounds ot a
Harleycomin' aroundthe bend". l tseemsthatHarley
riders become more numerous on ol' Route 66 dt about
the sarnetime of year asthe buzzards return.

can remeniberthe day Dad and lwere eating BBQ
atthe Elbow Inn and talking about motorcycles. Hehad
trdded some soldier boy (Devil's Elbow isthe neiShbor
to Fr Leonard Wood) oLrt of an English off road cycle and
my being about I4 years oldthoughtthe bike was pretly
cool. Now, beinga h l lbi l ly lhad been drivingsince lwas
about I0 as that is normally when your legs are long

enough to clutch allthetrucks and cars aroundthe drive
way and garage. lhad beentearing around the Interna
tional Harvesters Truck dealership, Dad owned and
driving and hav ng a good t ime but lcouldn'tget out on
the highway becauseSgt Pasleyofthe ]\/o Highway Pa
troland his boys bought gas there at Dad's dealership
and 1 pumpedthe gassothey knew me and sothere was
no way lcouldtalk niyselfoutofthetrouble lwould be in
with my Mom when they arrested me for ridin8 a mo
torcycle on US 66.

Dad said "where have you been going on that mo
torcycle every evening about sundown?" "Well', ltold
him all excited "l was chasingdeer". "How arc you doing
that?" he asked "lgo upto o d man Bil ly Shelton's place
up by the big mulberry tree". This old tree was ancient,
it was about I0 foot around and generations of boys,
squirrels and bluejays set in its limbs and branches eat
ingsweetpurpleberries. lsaid " l  go uptothetopof the
hi l l  bythe i lee, lsi t  realquiet l ike and idlethe bike, look
downthe road across the creekto wherethe salt  Ick is,
then when the deer gathef round, at dbout dusk, |  8un
the bike, rough down the creek, with waterfyin& and I
am amongthern beforethey know what happened." He
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No call Listtor Gell Phones
Thesalesmen and marketers will havethe rightto

dial your cell phone in just a few short weeks. For
them itis Steatl Foryou, you payforthe minutesthey
are calling. To avoid paying for sales callq there is
somethingyou can do:
L Use your cellphone to call;
2. This number I -888-382-1222;

Thatwill putyoo on the'NO CALL" list

Taxes
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of

2009 has some itemsthatcould benefityou:
1. lfyou boughta new motorcycle, cat lighttruckthe

sales and excisetax on thefirst$49500 ofthe pur-
chase price are deductible on your FedeclTax. lf
you make less than $250,000 as ajointfiler.

2. Home buyercrcdit- for the first time homebuyer
can receive a refu ndable incometaxcredhequalto
the lesser of $Z 500 or I 00/o of I he purchase prrce

3. Refundable Income Tax Credit - $400 or $800for
aJo'mrerurn.

4. Unemployed Veterans - tf hired his newemployer
willreceive a work oppodunitytax credit

didn'tsellwords bvthe Dound and he didn't use athou-
sand ways to say the same thing. He just looked me in
the eye and asked in a softvoice "how do lfind you? the
buzzards?" Ican sti l l  remember today allthese years
later how I felt, surprised and brought up short, how
would Mom and hefind mel For me, that was how my
Ddd tdu8ht me how to thrnk l ike a man. What dre Lhe
consequencesto you and the people who love you by
your ac6.

It issprinBand a newyearawaits us, bigchanges and
trouble abound, but if we havethe good fortuneto have
friends and familyto Bive us good counseland help we
can getthrcugh this. ltalso pays to havea good lawyer
on your side, by the way.

Lower Mortgage Paymenb

The Federal Covernment will use $75 Billion to pro-
vide you relief on your.home mortgage. This can apply

. to everyone with a housepayment. There ate two types
oTasSt$ance:
L Loan Modification - hardshio is reouircd
2. Loan Refinance - no hardshio reouired
These two loan rcduction plans are in effect now! The
United States Treasury website will explain at
www.financialnabilitygov

In Loan Modification - you must sign a hardship Affi-
davit and that your house payment is 310/o ofyouf prc-
tax income. Homeowners receive $5,000 to aid in
staying currentontheir mortgage. The house must be
your primary residence and you must owe less than
$729,750 and must paythe rnodified paymentfor a 3
month trial period then your mortgage can be reworked.
This appl iesonlyto your home.

To apply callyour loan service provider (they send
you your mortgage bill) and ifyou want counseling re-
quest counselingfrom your provider and it is free. The
House HotLine is 888-995-4673 and it will provide vou
the names of free counselors. Do not pdy for counseling.

In Loan Refnance - arefot mort8aSes guaranteed by
Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae loans and requires no hard-

a nd ca n prove the ability to afford the new mortSage
tohavea iob). The mortsase balance mavnotbe rto have a job). The mortgage balance may not be more
than I 050,6 ofvour current home value. The lenders are
to have a job). The
than I050,6ofyour

ship test and the proSram applies to your primary ree-
dences as well as vacation or investment propefties. To
qualiry you must be current on your present moftgage
a nd ca n prove the ability to afford the new mortSage (got

Soingto charge you a fue for the new loan.
lsyour property guaranteed by Freddie Mac or Fannie

Mae? (You don't even know who ownsthe debt on your
hoLrse it has been sold so many times.) Have your
house and loan paoers in hand and call:

FannieMae at r -800-TFANNIE (r -800-732-6643)
or wwwJanniemae.com

FreddieMacat r -8oo'FREDDIE(r -800'373-3343)
or wwwjreddiemac.com

cet on the ball! The deals die on Modficatlon of Loan
mortgages on Decembet 31,2O12 and Refinance of
mortgages on June 2010. You may be able to save
enou8h money that you can do your partforthe econ-
omy and buy a new Harley. Remember, Hadey-David-
son is needinglo sellafew motorcycles.

By the wdy there is nill one Wells dorng business on
Ol' Route 66 ( I l7 Hwy) my first cousin Sherry and her
husband Dave Ernst own Skyline Cycle just west of Way-
nesville, lvlissouri (573) 174-2006 dtop in and see
nem.

Times ale tough, pptect yourself,
Suppod Our Troops.

David Lee wells pactices law at
329 Amou Road

Nofth Kansas City, Mbsouti 641 I 6
(8t o 842-2171

to| frce I' 866' LAW4 BIK ERS
wwwlaw4bike6.com

Where would I rcther be: at the Elbow lnn in Devil's
Elbow (my home town) drinking a Hot Toddy playing a
little pool with Billy Debow and listing to his tallfrsh tales.

asked ' then what do you do?' " lchase'em" says l .
"Well ,areyou catchingthem?" heasks. 'No" 

Isaid "but
l get real close.' He asked "dothey stay on the road?"
"No!Dad, it isSreattun, theygo runningthrough thefields
and brush we dodgetrees and ever),thjn& but tcan go
tast enough to keep up with 'em Dad, sometimes I can
almost touch 'em".

He waited while lfinEhed my BBQ and sat there qui-
et ly unl i l  I ,  the l4 yea. old, could no longer think ofthe
food. I know now there are many he could have ex-
pressed hisfatherly concerns about the da ngers, safety
etc. He could have talked about hidden dangers inthe
tall gnss, brush, tallen lo8s, bi8 rocks, hidde; ditches,
dark nights, fast speeds. \o, Sterling would not have
made a good lawyer; he did notdealin a lotofwords, he
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